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Hello Free Horizon Community, 
I wanted to take a moment to share some important and timely information with you. First, thank you all for supporting your 
children with Remote Learning. We know it’s challenging, it’s taken every one of us doing our various and important parts to 
assure our students have the opportunity to continue learning amidst all of our other responsibilities. Whether balancing 
working from home or needing children to accompany to the worksite to dealing with job loss or pay reductions, I know it’s 
been a lot to juggle. I also know that many of our families have contracted COVID-19, and more still have family members and 
other loved ones who became ill, and yes, some tragically died. This is the context in which all of us are living, and striking the 
right balance between resuming daily activities and enhanced safety and hygiene practices can be tricky. While each of us 
likely have different perspectives based on our own experiences, fundamentally, we are united in our desire for connection 
and safety. 
 
Even as we are in the home stretch of the 2019-2020 school year, our district along with the Colorado Department of 
Education and state legislature, governor, and other elected officials are already working on plans for the upcoming 2020-21 
school year. As you likely know, our entire state is now under a “safer at home” model, and while some restrictions related to 
the COVID-19 outbreak have been relaxed, businesses, schools, and childcare facilities are all still under many restrictions as 
recommended by the Colorado Health Department and Centers for Disease Control in order to minimize risk of exposure. The 
fact is that the restrictions have not been eased because the virus is any less dangerous or because it’s truly under control, 
they’ve been eased because our efforts at bending the transmission curve worked to buy time for additional hospital beds 
and ventilators to be secured to accommodate the anticipated second wave. As we contemplate school for next year, our 
district is looking to the state and county health departments for guidance based in science and grounded in our geographic 
area in an attempt to anticipate and plan for various scenarios. Creating plans for different scenarios now will help us adapt 
more quickly and intentionally as circumstances change in the hopes of minimizing disruption to our core mission: educating 
children.  
 
As many of you are aware, the Jeffco Board of Education held a special session last Wednesday to discuss the district budget 
for both the current and upcoming school years as well as hear preliminary information regarding the start of school in 
August. In addition, district leadership shared a preliminary draft plan with principals last week and all Jeffco employees 
earlier this week. Feedback from school leaders, teachers, and staff is currently being gathered in order to enhance and 
adjust the draft prior to a preliminary model being shared with you, our Jeffco families, later today. You have likely heard by 
now that Jeffco, along with most of the front range school districts, are focusing their efforts on planning for two possible 
scenarios for restarting school this fall: Fully Remote and a Hybrid between in-person and remote. I understand that this 
news likely brings up a variety thoughts and feelings, as many of us still hope for the ability to return to school as it had been 
before March 13th. Please know that we must prepare for the potential of the most restrictive measures that might be in 
place. For that reason, the model draft that you will see focuses on the Fully Remote and Hybrid scenarios from two major 
lenses: public health and safety and education of students. The model also uses assumptions based on the most restrictive 
measures that could be in place, and is based on a 4-day school week with the 5th day used for staff planning and 
collaboration, similar to this last quarter of the school year. Much could change between now and the start of school, and it’s 
quite possible that some of the measures will be looser than what is reflected in the plan. In addition to the district’s restart 
plan, we at Free Horizon Montessori are looking at many other factors. For example, 

• We know that many of our families depend on Before and After Care. We anticipate that we will still be able to 
provide this opportunity for children on days when they are at school for class. 
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• We are looking at the possibility of providing childcare on days when our Hybrid students are not in class, and how 
that could be accomplished within the parameters established by the district, health department, and updated 
childcare licensing regulations. 

• We are updating our tuition amounts for our Preschool and Before and After Care programs to reflect a 4-day school 
week as well as other possible schedules based on health department guidelines. 

• We are considering what went well this quarter, what to build upon and improve, and what to do differently so that 
we can enhance learning and engagement while also minimizing screen time during any days of Remote Learning. 

 
In all matters, please know that we will base decisions on what is best for children first, which includes keeping the health 
and safety of our students, staff, families, and wider community of paramount importance. Please also know that while we 
don’t have all the details or answers now, our school’s leadership team is developing plans for various scenarios so that we 
are well-positioned for the start of school in the fall. 
 
Just as I shared with our staff, I ask that you first breathe and set aside time to read through the model in its entirety. The 
district will include a link for you to provide feedback, and I encourage you to do so in a respectful, constructive manner. 
Please know that I will not have access to this feedback directly, so if there aspects or things you would like for our school’s 
leadership team to know, please forward it to us directly in addition to sharing it via the feedback link within the district’s 
model document. 
 
In addition, members of our Free Horizon Montessori Board of Directors and I will be holding another Virtual Community 
Coffee from 1:00 – 2:00 pm next Wednesday, May 27th. We will be sharing information about the anticipated reduction in 
school funding for the upcoming school year and how our school is approaching the process of identifying areas for reduction 
in expenditures as well as provide time for questions related to these or Free Horizon Montessori’s context for the Jeffco 
Restart Plan. You can find the link for the virtual meeting on the event on our website calendar. I hope you will join us. 
 
In closing, I want to say that while all of these matters are serious, our school is doing well and is in a great position to 
weather the turbulence that might still be in store for us. Our entire staff, as well as our Board of Directors and Community 
Support Network, are committed to working together as a community to not just get through this, but to grow and evolve 
through living our mission and vision through our strength as a 21st century Montessori school. We are so grateful for the 
opportunity to experience this together, with you, our community. #FHMFoxStrong 
 
In Partnership and Support,  

 
Kresta Vuolo 
Principal 
 
 
 


